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The fact remained, that by the will of Parliament the
succession had been changed, and consequently
Henry IV. was largely dependent on the same will
for his maintenance upon the throne. For the same
reason his position was insecure. While he had been
the first subject of Richard 11., he had enjoyed the
support of the barons ; but, with the crown, he
acquired also the hostility of the great nobles. The
very men who had been his firmest supporters as
duke were his chief enemies as king. The success
of his rebellion encouraged others to make similar
attempts, and his reign is marked by the beginning
of those risings which culminated in the Wars of the
Roses, by plots which professedly aimed at his
deposition in favour of Richard II., which were really
intended to place the crown once more at the disposal
of Parliament, each great baron hoping that upon him
the choice might fall.

Before Henry had been a year on the throne he
was called upon to face a plot, formed by the leaders
of the opposition in the last reign. In his first Parlia-
ment the acts of the last eleven years were reversed,
and as a result the earls of Rutland, Salisbury,
Huntingdon, and Kent were deprived of the more
exalted titles which had been granted them by
Richard. They therefore united in a conspiracy for
the restoration of the deposed king, and prepared to
kidnap Henry at Windsor. The treachery of Rutland
betrayed their plans. They were obliged to fall
back on the West, but the people were against them.
At Cirencester they were captured by the citizens,
and the earls of Kent and Salisbury executed.